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The word 

"obligation" is 
defined as: 
"something by which 
a person is bound to 
do certain things, and 
which arises out of a 
sense of duty or results from custom, 
law, etc. .... a binding promise, 
contract, sense of duty, 
etc. " ( Webster's Encyclopedic 
Unabridged Dictionary of the 
English Language) . I believe 
there are relatively few people 
today who realize that they 
actually have certain obligations 
toward God. Many in this 
country have been brought up to 
think that they are "owed" 
something merely because they 
were born. If anything, the 
opposite is true. Because we are 
born into this world, we have 
certain obligations we must meet. 

As children, we have 
obligations to our parents to love, 
obey, and respect them (Eph. 6:1- 
3). Married folks have obligations 
to their spouses (Eph. 5:22-33), 
and children (Eph. 6:4; Titus 
2:4). By being born in this 
country, we have obligations to 
pay taxes, and to follow the laws 
of this country (Rom. 13:1-7; 
Matt. 22:21). We have 
obligations toward our employer 
(Col. 3:22-23; Eph. 6:5-8), or 
toward our employees, however 
the case may be (Col. 3:22-24; 
Eph. 6:9). These obligations are 
ever with us, it seems. 

Yet, in our ever-hurried lives, 



we forget the One to whom we 
owe the greatest debt, and to 
whom we are the most obligated. 
Yes friends, we have obligations to 
God! When we forget this fact, we 
are sure to have problems. This is 
because it is God who must come 
first in our lives. We must love 
Him above all others (Matt. 22:37). 
We must serve Him and worship 
Him "in spirit and in truth" (Jn. 
4:24). It is to Him that we owe 
everything. We belong to Him as 
slaves (Rom. 6:16-18, 12:1-2), 
being transplanted into "the 
kingdom of His dear Son " (Col. 1:13). 
Therefore, let us look to the Bible 
and consider some of our 
obligations toward God. 

We Are Obligated To 
Worship God As He Directs. 

Many have the attitude that one 
can simply worship God as he/she 
pleases, and it is acceptable with 
God. This is simply not true. God 
has always expected men to 
worship Him as he directs. A 
failure to worship God as He 
directed is the reason why Cain's 
sacrifice was rejected (Gen. 4:1-7)! 
It was this same failure to worship 
God as He directed that 
condemned the nation of Judah. 
They thought they could worship 
God and be free to worship their 
idols, too. God said that such was 
not possible (Jer. 7:8-10). Please 
read what Christ said about 
worship. He told the Samaritan 
woman, "God is Spirit: and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and 
in truth" (Jn. 4:24). God has not 



changed His mind about worship! We 
are obligated worship as He directs, or 
we will be found worshipping Him in 
vain (Matt. 15:8-9). 

Though the world tells us to 
"worship as you please" and tells us the 
way religion "ought to be," we must re- 
spect God's will and realize we are 
obligated to worship Him the way He 
directs, if we expect to please Him! 

How has God directed us to worship 
Him? By reading the New Testament, 
we learn that God expects worship to 
Him to be done as we: sing praises to 
His name, preach His word, pray to 
Him, partake of the Lord's Supper, and 
give as we have been prospered (Acts 
2:42, 20:7; I Cor. 16:1-2; Eph. 5:19). All 
aspects of our worship must give glory, 
honor, and praise to our Creator, Ruler 
and Sustainer! We are not assembling 
(Heb. 10:25) to worship ourselves, nor to 
have a "fashion" show, nor for free baby 
-sitting! 

Let us examine ourselves as to the 
true reasons why we gather together. If 
God is the focus and center of our 
worship, we'll not be enamored at the 
possibility of adding instruments of 
music, games, prizes, plays, dramas, and 
other such nonsense. If God is the focus 
and center of our worship, we'll realize 
that we are not the "audience," as such, 
but we are the participants in worship 
wherein God Almighty is the 
"audience"! If God is the focus, we will 
be interested in what pleases Him in 
worship, and doing nothing more or 
less! (Jn. 4:24) 

We Are Obligated To Repent Of 
Our Sins. 

In his sermon on Mars' Hill, Paul told 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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the Athenians, "The times of this 
ignorance God overlooked, but now he 
commands all men everywhere to 
repent" (Acts 17:30). The phrase, 
"All men everywhere" includes you, 
and includes me! We are guilty of 
sin before God (Rom. 3:23). 
Because this is so, we need to be 
willing to repent of our sins (Lk. 
13:3) and live our lives for the 
Lord. 

The word "repent" means, " 'to 
have another mind,' to change the 
opinion or purpose with regard to sin. 
It is equivalent to the Old Testament 
word 'turn ' ..." ( International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia) . In 
literal terms, this word means, 
"about face, forward march." It is 
a change of one's mind which 
results in a change of one's life. In 
the immediate context of Acts 17, 
people were expected to repent of 
following their idols. Another ex- 
ample of what repentance looks 
like is seen in the text of Ephe- 
sians 4:25-32. (Read that passage 
closely.) Friend, have you 
repented of following your idols 
instead of following God? You 
must, for he commands "all men 
every where to repent "I 

Conclusion 

To those who deny man's need 
for obedience to the Almighty, let 
them be reminded of our obliga- 
tions! Our obligations demand 
action, not inaction. We are not 
fulfilling our duty when we sub- 
scribe to the "faith only" philoso- 
phy. "Faith only" is false doctrine 
(Jas. 2:24)! We are obligated to 
our Lord, and bear responsibilities 
toward Him while on earth. 

Let us consider well our obliga- 
tions to God. Christians have 
these obligations we have studied 
above, and many others. Why is 
this? It is because Christians are to 
be the servants of God (Rom. 6:16 
-18, 12:1-2). 



Things We Should 

Want Our Kids To 

Know 

Stan Adams, Newton, NC 

1. They are loved. 

2. God exists. 

3. God loves them. 

4. The Bible is God's Word. 

5. Faithful Christians are the best 
friends. 

6. This life is beautiful with Jesus. 

7. Without faith it is impossible to 
please God. 

8. Baptism for remission of sins is 
essential for salvation. 

9. There is one true church (Jesus 
purchased it with His blood). 

10. The world is full of wickedness. 

11. There is a straight and narrow 
way that leads to life- find it. 

12. Study the Word of God daily. 

13. God hates divorce- we must 
also. 

14. You will go through struggles 
but you can overcome. 

15. Love the Lord with all you 
have. 



16. Love others. 

17. No chastening is pleasant when you 
are going through it but it works to make 
you beautiful to God on the other side. 

18. This world is not all there is. 

19. There is a place called hell- stay away 
from everything that leads you to it. 

20 There is a place called heaven- if you 
miss it you have missed all there is. 

21. Family love is great. 

22. Unrepented sin is the only thing that 
separates. 

23. Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, soul and mind. 

24. Be a giver not a taker. 

25. Righteousness exalts a nation and the 
best thing you can do for your country is 
to live according to God's will. 

Editors Note: Lord willing, brother 
Adams will be holding a gospel meeting 
for us in 2013. Please pay special atten- 
tion to the thoughts above. Did you no- 
tice that all of those points stated were 
based on Bible truth? Let us ask what our 
children are learning at our feet? There is 
much to do in their work of raising chil- 
dren. Therefore, let us not be lax, nor 
allow others to do the work for us. 



Your Bible questions answered . . . 
www.youtube.com/The01dPathsl994 




I want the truth, give me book, chapter, and verse! 

Come and meet with the church of Christ in Caneyville. 

Location: 101 N. Main Street Caneyville, KY 



Sunday Bible Study - ■ 
Sunday Worship - - 
Sunday Worship - ■ 
Wednesday Bible Study 



Meeting Times: 



10:00 a.m. 
10:45 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 



'The Ancient Landmark" Television Show airs on You Tube 



(www.youtube.com/TheOldPathsl994) and Insight Cable, channel 6 

"The Ancient Landmark" Radio program airs on WXMZ, 99.9 FM (1:00-1:30 

pm) and WLBQ 1570 AM (8:30-9:00 am) Monday-Friday. It is also broadcast 

online at: www.thez.voyagetech.com and www.beechtreenews.com 

Preacher/Editor: Jarrod Jacobs Phone: (270) 589-4 167 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 



